
PHILMONT 2004  
Scouting in the Catholic Church: 
Relationship Week at Philmont Training Center 

By Susan A. Barriball, a member of the 2004 faculty 
      The National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) sent Ed Martin (Vice 
Chair) as director, Father Raymond L. Fecteau (Associate National Chaplain) as 
chaplain, Susan Barriball (Training Committee Chair), and Gordon P. Stiefel 
(Religious Emblems Committee Chair). 

Continued on page 2 



      What do you get when you 
combine four spirited faculty 
members with 34 participants? A fun-
filled, informative, 
m o u n t a i n t o p 
experience! 
      Participants were 
greeted by azure skies 
and mountain majesty 
on Sunday, July 11, 
2004 at the Philmont 
Training Center (PTC) 
in Cimarron, NM. The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
included lay people 
from around the 
c o u n t r y ,  t w o 
deacons (one from 
Puerto Rico), six 
priests (one a canon 
lawyer), and one 
bear named Bob 
(see photo). Some 
had arrived by car, 
others by plane and train. One 
deacon (home s ta te  of 
Washington)  arrived on 
motorcycle. We knew we were 
in for an interesting week.  
      Scouting in the Catholic 
Church has always been a 
training exercise for participants. 
This year, though, 
NCCS also challenged 
participants to "make a 
significant difference in 
the lives of youth." The 
revised course, now 
defined as "advanced", 
includes:   
•  a complete Scouter 

Development: Lay 
Apostolate Formation for Scouting 
program experience 

•  presentations from relevant 

sections of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 

•  presentations of NCCS mission and 
programs 
• g r o u p 
discussion and 
reflection on 
Renewing the 
V i s i o n ,  A 
Framework for 
Catholic Youth 
Minist ry ,  a  
document of 

USCCB. 
 
     Being a new program 
approach, we were 
concerned about how 
well all of this material 
would be presented by 
f a c u l t y .  J u s t  a s 
important, how well 
would it be received by 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ? 

P a r t i c i p a n t s 
c o m p l e t e d 
appraisal forms 
a f t e r  e a c h 
presentation and 
some of their 
responses will 
b e  f o u n d 
throughout this 

article.  
   Monday started 
early and kept going 
from there! The 
par t ic ipants  had 
breakfast with their 
famil ies.  Family 
members left for their 
spec i f i c  group 's 

orientation. NCCS participants 
gathered for a camp-wide orientation 
offered by the full time PTC staff 

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  B S A 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  s t a f f . 
Immediately following the 
orientation all the adult groups 
in camp moved to the front 
lawn of the beautiful Villa 
Philmonte for group photos. 
The photo is part of the PTC 
experience and uses the Tooth 
of Time as a backdrop. It's a 
monumental task for PTC and 
must be done the first day so 

that all the 
g r o u p s 
a t t e n d i n g 
have the 
memento by 
the end of the 
w e e k . 
Following our 
photo, we 
gathered at 
our home 
base for the week, the Buster Brown 
building, and immediately set forth to 
inspire with song. And so Scouting in 
the Catholic Church had begun! 
       Each day we gathered, we began 
with a song and an exploration into a 
dimension of  lay apostola te 
formation. Participant reaction:  
•  "…like the time for sharing and 

reflecting" 
•  "I am really liking this program!" 
•  "provocative" 
•  "…facilitator role is simple and the 

exercise straightforward" 
•  "I'm glad we did this" 
•  "liturgically correct!" 
•  "great insight—loved it" 
 
       We welcomed many guest 
speakers throughout the week. Don 
York of the BSA National Office 
spoke of youth protection issues and 
related concerns. George Sparks, our 
liaison in the BSA Relationships 
Office presented the role of the 
C h a r t e r e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
Representative. Mark Hazelwood of 
P.R.A.Y. introduced a video for 
religious emblems promotion. 
Participant reaction: 
•  "I've been in Scouting for 8 years 

and learned more in this session—
thanks for coming in" 



•  "Good food for 
thought. Makes 
you think about 
what you may 
not be providing 
the youth" 

•  "Good facili-
tating—allowing 
us to do our 
things, i.e., read, think, discuss." 

 
      Ed Martin presented the 
NCCS mission while Gordon 
Stiefel reviewed the religious 
emblem programs. Susan 
Barriball offered resources for 
r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s . 
Participants’ most common 
comment for these three 
sessions was “thanks for the 
handouts, time for sharing and 
all the resources!" 

       Father Ray Fecteau, led the 
sessions on Catechism in the Catholic 
Church. Participants experienced 
many "ah ha" moments in these 
sessions: 

• "thanks for applying 
Christian values to the 
Scout sign" 
• "great help for those 
working the religious 
emblem program with 
the older scouts" 
• "Thanks! CCD was a 
long time ago and it's 
nice to have a refresher 

course" 
 
       The week ended too quickly 
according to a  majori ty of 
participants. We did send each one 
home with a handout challenge titled 
"My Mission." The criteria for 
successful completion will lead each 
one to serve the needs of a parish or 
local Catholic Committee on 
Scouting. A Jerusalem Cross, with 
four beads attached on a thong, will 
serve as a symbol of completion of 
the mission. The four beads represent 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John and symbolize the work we 
completed at PTC and the guideline 
for the home-based mission project. 
The cross will be presented at the 
annual NCCS Executive Board 

•  "very practical 
information!" 

•  "great bringing 
in  national 
personnel" 

 
      Father Kevin 
Smith, Philmont 
(Chaplain), Father 
Don Hummel 
(past National 
Chaplain), and Monsignor Robert 
Guglielmone (World Ecclesiastical 
Assistant), stopped by to explain the 
duties and responsibilities of the 
c h a p l a i n  s t a f f 
a s s i g n e d  t o 
Philmont. Father 
Roger LaChance, 
current National 
Chaplain, remained 
with participants 
throughout  the 
week.   
      Renewing the 
V i s i o n ,  A 
Framework for Catholic Youth 
Ministry was a daily afternoon 
offering. Each participant had the 
booklet and the groups worked 
through each section together. Much 
discussion took place on how units 
might incorporate the items into their 
programs at home. Participant 
reaction was strong: 

meeting.  
 The week was also chock 
full of activities offered by 
PTC and NCCS. The side-
programs offered to 
participants and their 
f a m i l i e s  a r e  g r e a t 
opportunities at Philmont. 
NCCS welcomed families 

daily at Mass and many of the 
spouses and children participated in 

the Masses. PTC offered family 
programs and tours in the evening, 
daily outings for spouses and group 
activities for children.   
       I have four children, ages 19-31, 
who have traveled all around the USA 
and two have been to Europe. If you 
ask them what their best family 
vacation was while growing up, the 
response is still "Our week at 
Philmont!” Memories are built at this 
Scouting paradise that you, too, will 
remember for the rest of your life.   
       I venture to say that the 34 
participants at the 2004 Scouting in 
the Catholic Church session went 
home with many memories and a 
better understanding of how to make a 
significant difference in the lives of 
the youth they serve.   
       Plan to be part of the 2005 
Scouting in the Catholic Church 
session! Contact Barbara Nestel at 
n c c s @ n e t b s a . o r g  f o r  m o r e 
information. 



NCCS Vocations Committee 
Catholic Scouting provides opportunities to hear God’s Call 

By Father Nicholas R.A. Rachford, Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma 

The first photo is of the presenta-
tion of a commemorative plaque 
during my Eagle Scout court of 
honor, 1963, Troop 193, St. Wil-
liam Parish, (Price Hill) Cincin-
nati, Ohio. 

       I was a Boy Scout as a youth; 
Eagle Scout on Dec. 4, 1962 
       My troop, Troop 193, was 
chartered by St. 
William Parish, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
       My Scouting 
experience in-
cluded earning 
the Ad Altare 
Dei religious em-
blem. It helped 
reinforce what I 
had learned in 
elementary 
school and in 
CCD classes dur-
ing high school. I especially re-
member the field masses we had 
on campouts and a trip to the Mon-
astery of Gethsemane in Bards-
town, Ky. One of our assistant pas-
tors, as our chaplain, took special 
interest in the Scouts and he en-

couraged me to pursue a vocation 
to the priesthood. When I was or-
dained to the priesthood, he 
preached the homily at my first 
Mass. 
 

       The second photo is of 
my preaching the homily 
during a Mass in the chapel 
at Beaumont Scout Reser-
vation, Greater Cleveland 
Council.  
 
       The leadership training 
in Scouting and the rein-
forcement of a person's 
duty to God are excellent 
supports for a person 
whom God is calling to the 

priesthood. Earning the religious 
emblems (Ad Altare Dei or Light 
is Life and the Pope Pius XII) are 

ways to strengthen one's faith 
commitment and give the opportu-
nity to consider a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life. 
 
Editor’s Note: The vocations committee is seek-
ing information from priests who were in Scout-
ing as a boy. You will find their flyer on the fol-
lowing page. 

RESTARTING SCOUTING IN 
IRAQ 

By World Organization of the  
Scouting Movement 

Efforts to re-establish Scouting 
in Iraq are continuing. Fawzi Far-
ghali, Director of WOSM's Arab Re-
gional Office in Cairo, spent five days 
in Baghdad at the invitation of the 
Minister of Education. He was sur-
prised to meet Scout leaders he had 
not heard from for more than 18 
years, and was deeply impressed by 
the Scouting spirit they have kept 
alive. 

Fawzi briefed the Minister of 
Education, and many other Iraqis, 
about Scouting throughout the Arab 
Region, and explained the steps nec-
essary to create an Iraqi national 
Scout organization which can qualify 
for membership in WOSM. He re-
ports that work has begun to activate 
local Scout councils in the 18 prov-
inces. 

In Baghdad he also met with 
Scouting volunteers in the Coalition 
Provisional Authority (CPA) who are 
working to help re-establish Scouting 
in Iraq. This team, which includes 
Scouters from several countries, is 
headed by Chip Beck. Chip is work-
ing closely with the World Scout Or-
ganization offices in Geneva and 
Cairo. 

Two special projects are under-
way. The first is to raise approxi-
mately US $40,000 for a two-week 
professional course on Scout program 
development and management for 80 
Iraqi Scout leaders, 40 men and 40 
women. This is extremely important 
because many of the key leaders will 
be new, and the old-timers have not 
been associated with Scouting as it is 
today. It will be hosted by the Cairo 
International Scout Centre. 

The second project is to create a 
national Scout camp and training cen-
ter. Thanks to the initiative of Chip 
Beck and his Scouters, 40 acres of a 
former government facility on the Ti-
gris River in Baghdad have been do-
nated for Iraqi Scouting. One hundred 
Iraqis now are working on the site, 
with heavy equipment, to clean up the 
bomb-damaged buildings. 

Approximately US $4 million is 

needed for new construction, furnish-
ings, and equipment to make it a suit-
able facility for Scouting. It is impor-
tant to note that these projects require 

voluntary donations to ensure that the 
process remains entirely voluntary 
and non-political.  

 
Www.scout.org/front/0405Iraq_e.shtml 



Priest / Chaplain Survey 2004 
The NCCS Vocations Committee asks for your assistance.   We are developing a file on priests who 
have experience in Scouting as a youth. Please complete the personal data section and questions in 
this survey. Information will be used in promoting NCCS and Church vocations.  
 
Name:                                                                                                                                                                
 
Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                      Street                                                                      City                                        State                 Zip 
Diocese:                                                                                                       Region:                                            
 
Phone:                                                                   E-mail:                                                                                      
 
  
As a youth, were you a Boy Scout?   Yes / No    If you were a Scout, give information on your Pack and/
or Troop and rank attained: 
Please provide a photo of yourself as a Scout and a current photo in vestments or with Scouts.  (All 
photos will be returned.) 
Was your Unit sponsored by a Catholic Church? 
 
Please share your experience in Scouting:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you earn a Catholic Religious Emblem?                       AAD/ Other________________ 
 
Was there a time or experience, while in Scouting, that you felt influenced your discernment  
of your vocation?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional comments regarding current experience with Catholic Scouting and/or your work in NCCS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Survey to: Homer Radford, NCCS Vocations Committee Chair, at the address shown above.  

   NCCS VOCATION COMMITTEE 
Homer A. Radford ,Chair                                                Rev. Jim Oberle, S.S., Advisor 
9601 E. 82nd TER                                                             Assumption Seminary, 2600 W. Woodlawn AVE 
Raytown, MO  64138                                                        San Antonio, Texas  78228 
PH: 816-356-1760   E: hradford2@comcast.net             PH: 410-490-5979   E: jposs@msn.com 



        A  S c o u t 
executive, who 
happens to be 
Catholic, told me 
about the awards 
Sunday that he 
attended in a local 
diocese. He told 

me of a church that was packed with 
family, friends, relatives, Scouters, 
and, of course, Scouts ready to 
receive their hard earned religious 
awards. The bishop of the diocese, 
new to his position, opened the 
presentations with “I don’t know 
much about Scouting….”  

This same Scout executive 
related another story to me. The 
council was in the process of putting 
together an updated contact list for all 
chartered organizations. Numerous 
calls were placed to the diocesan 
chaplain without any success. The 
council was also advised that the 
diocesan chair had resigned several 
months ago and it was unsure whether 
anyone had been appointed or if 
anyone knew of the resignation. 

Unfortunately, these stories are 
not uncommon. As I have said, we 
need to work on our communication. 
In the first situation, I would hope that 
the diocesan chair and chaplain, who 
were both in attendance during the 
bishop’s remarks, immediately saw 
the opportunity to schedule a meeting 
with the bishop and tell him about 
Scouting in the Catholic Church and 
that we ARE youth ministry. 
Additionally, diocesan chairs and 
chaplains should use this time to talk 
about the Membership Initiative and 

 

its many benefits. Regional chairs and 
chaplains should be aware of new 
diocesan leadership in their regions 
and assure that there is follow-up with 
the new ordinary by the local Boy 
Scout Committee. Regions and 
dioceses should both be proactive. 
Don’t hesitate to tell our story to 
bishops, clergy and youth ministers. 
Don’t wait for comments like “ I 
don’t know much about Scouting….” 

The second scenario also goes to 
the matter of communication and 
clearly shows a breakdown. I have 
asked NCCS Vice Chair-Regions 
Dave Moskal to make sure that he 
continues a regular dialogue with all 
regions. Regions should be in regular 
communication with their diocesan 
committees and with Dave Moskal. 
Dioceses should stay in touch with 
their regional leadership as well as 
communicating with their unit 
leaders. If you don’t know who your 
regional chair and chaplain are, go to 
the NCCS website that has been 
updated to be more user friendly. All 
contact information is there for you! 
Again, we need to be more proactive 
rather than reactive. Stay in touch and 
earn the Quality Diocese Award! 
Chairs and chaplains, you have been 
selected to provide leadership to our 
Catholic Scouting youth ministers, 
and more importantly, to our Catholic 
Scouts. Use the tools and resources 
that are available for you to fulfill this 
responsibility. Please do not hesitate 
to ask for help. The worst thing you 
can do is to do nothing. Remember, 
be PROACTIVE!  

Chairman’s Message          by Bray Barnes MOOT COMES TO AN END 
 
The spectacle of music and 

dance set the stage of the lively 
closing of the 12th World Scout Moot 

at the CKS 
M e m o r i a l 
P a r k  i n 
Taipei. A 
parade of 
colors started 
with the 

World Scout Flag, followed by the 
flags of the 86 countries represented 
at the event, and finally the Moot flag. 
The Moot closed on 10 August. 
Approximately 2 ,500  people 
participated in the event. 

Taiwan Rovers handed over the 
World Scout flag to the organizers of 
the next Moot in 2008, Mozambique. 
The  Mozambique  de lega t ion 
welcomed all the Scouts to their 
country in four years.  

At the opening ceremony on July 
30, the President of Republic of 
China, His Excellency Chen Shui-
bian, urged every participant to fully 
live the spirit of Scouting as a 
worldwide family and to learn with an 
open mind and optimistic attitude, and 
to courageously face the challenges of 
the future. 

The Chairman of the National 
Executive Board of Scouts of China, 
Dr Yung Chaur Shin, delivered his 
greetings to the Scouts. Three Scouts 
led the Scout Law in three languages 
as a solemn oath of keeping the basic 
principles of Scouting at heart. Six 
representatives of various religious 
groups blessed the Moot and nations 
of the world with a prayer. 

The 12th World Scout Moot was 
hosted by the Scouts of China, and is 
the first moot to have been held in 
Asia. 

 
 
Editor’s Note: World Scout Moots are 

gatherings of members of senior branches of 
National Scout Associations (traditionally called 
Rovers) and other young adult members. 
Participants range in age from 18 to 25 
inclusive. Moots provide an opportunity for 
young adults in Scouting to meet together with 
the objective of improving their international 
understanding as citizens of the world.  

 



S u n d a y 
morning ended 
the 58th Flaget Trail. 
This event has proven to be 
a good blending of the elements 
that make Catholic Scouting successful –  

A measure of fun and adventure, 
with a good helping of Scouting’s 12th 
Point, reverence. It’s been so successful 
that planning is already underway for next 

The Catholic Committee on 
Scouting for the Archdiocese of 
Louisville has sponsored a historical 
event since 1947. They named it the 
Flaget Trail, in honor of Bishop Benjamin 
Flaget, the first Bishop appointed west of 
the Allegheny Mountains. This was in 
1810, and he ministered to an area 
stretching from lower Michigan to 
Northern Alabama to the Mississippi 
River. The area in North Central 
Kentucky in which he settled is known as 
the “Holy Land of 
Kentucky.”  

The Flaget Trail was 
first designed by local 
Scout leaders to familiarize 
Scouting youth about their 
rich heritage as Catholics. 
Originally, the Trail was a 
large group of trucks and 
cars filled with Scouts in a 
caravan visiting the 
churches  and  ho ly 
locations in this area. 
Many trips were taken the first few years 
to the seat of Catholicism at St. Thomas, 
KY, the first seminary. The first 
cathedral, the Proto-Cathedral, was built 
in Bardstown and was a magnificent 
structure designed in a French 
architecture style. It was built without 
nails and stands beautifully now! In 1848, 
the Diocesan headquarters was moved to 
Louisville and a new cathedral was built 
there in which Bishop Flaget was 
eventually buried. 

In the early 1950’s, the Trail was 
changed to a camping 
and hiking event. The 
area included in these 
visits was extended to 
S o u t h e r n  I n d i a n a 
including St. Meinrad, 
one of the nation’s 
largest seminaries. One 
of the most unusual 
Trails involved camping 
at New Hope, KY next 
to  a  magni f icent 
European style church, 
featuring an incredible hand carved altar. 
The Scouts then boarded a train to visit 
other locations where Catholics had 
settled along the rail lines in small towns. 
This ended in New Haven, KY for church 
visits and the Kentucky Rail Museum. 

There have been about 25 locations 
visited, some only once and others more 
often because of their historical 
significance. None is visited more often 

 

than every 7-8 years. Attendance varies 
from 450 to almost 1000. In 1966, the 
largest attendance was at the 
Motherhouse of the Sisters of Charity at 
Nazareth to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Flaget Trail. It included visits to St. 
Joseph’s Proto-Cathedral and St. Thomas 
Church and Seminary. Almost as large a 
crowd came in 2001 to tour and camp at 
the Abbey of Gethsemani with the 
Cistercian monks. 

This year’s trail was held in 
Louisville in mid-August 
at the old St. Joseph’s 
Orphanage, now called 
the St. Joe’s Child 
Development Center. 
Camping was in the 50-
acre grassy and wooded 
area behind the Center. 
The trail was a throwback 
to 1947, as buses were 
used to transport almost 
450 Scouts and Leaders to 
f i v e  c h u r c h e s  i n 

Louisville’s West End. These churches 
hadn’t been visited since before 1965. As 
part of a diversity effort, this year the 
Episcopal Church of Our Merciful 
Saviour, built in the late 1800s, was 
visited. 

    Four Catholic Churches were 
visited this year, all beautiful structures 
rich with history. Included were Our 
Lady, built in 1837 on Louisville’s 
riverfront; St. Cecelia and St Anthony, 
circa 1890, and the Church of Christ the 
King, dating from 1926. Each church’s 

pastor  or  spokesman 
presented an historical 
overview, which was well 
received by the attendees. All 
the churches had riveting 
stories of the devastating 
1937 Ohio River flood.  
Back at the St. Joe’s 
campsite after lunch, 
organized competitive games 
with an Olympic theme were 
held. Gold, silver and bronze 
medals were presented at that 

evening’s campfire. Before dinner, almost 
70 youth worked a total of 100 hours 
dismantling picnic booths used by our 
host the previous weekend.  

Sunday morning was time for Mass 
in a newly restored Chapel with almost 
200 attending. Our celebrant was Father 
Brian Kinney, an Eagle Scout from St. 
Raphael Parish.  

A final gathering at the flagpole 

FROM THE DIOCESE OF BILOXI 

        Twenty people participated in 
Scouter Development, Aug. 14 at the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center. John Holloran, 
Jr., of Lake Charles, La., conducted the 
Scouter Development Training. Holloran, 
previously the Regional Chair for the 
National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting, is chair of the Finance 
Committee for the National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting. Participating 
parishes included: St. Charles Borromeo, 
Picayune; St. John the Evangelist, St. 
James and St. Joseph, Gulfport; 
Immaculate Conception, St. Bernadette, 
and Holy Trinity, Laurel; St. Thomas, 
Long Beach; Sacred Heart, D'lberville; 
Our Lady of the Gulf, Bay St. Louis; 
Christ the King, St. Alphonsus, and St. 
Elizabeth Seton, Ocean Springs; Holy 
Spirit, Vancleave; Annunciation, Kiln; 
and St. Clare, Waveland. Judith Bradford 
is the diocesan Scout chair; Father 
Christopher Munsch, the chaplain. 

DCCS of Archdiocese of Louisville Sponsors Flaget Trail Event 

SPOTLIGHT 



 Show Your Appreciation on Priesthood Sunday 
1 . What is Priesthood Sunday?   Priesthood Sunday, Oct.31, 2004, is a special day set to 

honor Priesthood in the United States. It is a call for parishioners to honor Christ as 
Priest and the men who were called to be his priests on earth. It is also a day to honor 
all religious and to focus on the importance of vocations. Catholic Scout Packs, 
Troops and Venture Crews are encouraged to make a special effort to involve the 
youth in programs of making appreciation cards to be presented after Mass on the 
October 31st or at an event planned in your parish. 

2. Why October 31? Frankly, there are many times such an event could be marked – on 
Good Shepherd Sunday in the Spring, or on Marriage Encounter’s World Priest Day in 
September. The last Sunday in October was chosen last year because of the readings 
and the fact that there were no other major national events scheduled. The event is 
being marked this year at a similar time. 

3. Who is sponsoring Priesthood Sunday?  The board of the National Federation of 
Priests’ Councils, the voice of parish priests in the U.S., first declared Priesthood 
Sunday, but the event is now co-sponsored by many groups including Serra USA , the Knights of Columbus and is 
supported through the NCCS Vocations Committee. 

4. Why have a Priesthood Sunday?  The first reason for proposing a Priesthood Sunday is to affirm the priesthood in 
the life of the Church. With the phenomenon of fewer priests, people see less and less of priests. Our young people 
are not offered the opportunity of close relationships with priests. The explosion of lay ministers in pastoral ministry 
has lessened the visibility of the priest in the community. The role of the priest has shifted in the years since Vatican 
II, causing some confusion about the place of the priest in the life of the Church. Priesthood Sunday seeks to 
reaffirm the priesthood of Jesus Christ and its central place in the life of the Church. 

      Second, In the wake of the wake of the clergy sex abuse scandal, there has been concern that all priests have been 
tainted by the actions of a few. Some organizations and some parishes have attempted to counteract this negativity. 
“Priesthood Sunday” sends a message to Catholics and non-Catholics everywhere that the parish priest as the 
instrument of Christ’s Priesthood on earth, is loved and respected by those in the parish community.  

5. What will take place? – The lay faithful of each parish are asked to develop their own special way of marking the 
day and honoring their parish priest(s) both at mass and in the parish.  

6. Are there any suggestions? – A special website has been established (www.priestsunday.org) to provide ideas for 
liturgies, social celebrations, preaching, school activities and other events. In some dioceses there will be special 
Catholic newspaper sections devoted to honoring priests.  

7. What can I do? – If you are a parishioner, a member of the parish staff, a lay minister/leader or a Catholic Scouter, 
call some friends and organize a group to spearhead the celebration. Go to the website for some ideas, then plan your 
own way of honoring the priest(s) of your parish, or contact Homer Radford, NCCS Vocations Committee Chair, for 
sample appreciation cards in a Microsoft Word Document. 816-356-1760 or hradford2@comcast.net. 

8. Will it make a difference? – Yes it will; Catholic Scouts can make a difference…if we all stand up and show our 
support for the sacredness of Christ’s priesthood and our thankfulness for the parish priest, who is there for us when 
we need him. 

9. We need your feedback! - The NCCS Vocations Committee asks you to tell us what you do and what affect this 
program had on your Scouts, parish community and priests. Send information to Homer Radford, 9601 E. 82nd TER, 
Raytown, MO 64138 or Hradford2@comcast.net.   

 
For additional information, visit http://www.priestsunday.org/qanda.html. 

 
NCCS Website: 

www.nccs-bsa.org 
 
 

Bridge editor: 
cdhoelle@tampabay.rr.com 



I hope your summer was as at 
least as awesome as your NCCS 
religious emblems committee has 
been productive! The committee has 
created two surveys which will soon 
be shared with all. The first survey, 
under the leadership of Diana Beatty, 
Diocese of Denver, is to obtain more 
data on national use of the local 
Bronze Pelican. The committee hopes 
to make a strong recommendation to 
the Board on this matter in Reno! The 
second survey is to obtain data on the 
perception of our Religious Emblems 
programs. PLEASE be sure to 
complete them when they arrive! 

Under the leadership of John 
Hammerschmidt, Archdiocese of St. 
Louis, we have a team creating a data 
base of the program evaluations 
submitted by youth and adults on Ad 
Altare Dei and Pope Pius XII. This 
data will be reviewed in Reno and 
possibly proposed modifications to 
the programs.  

Work on the Religious Emblems 
Gold Book continues, under the team 
leadership of Eleanor Johnson, 
Diocese of Orlando. We hope to 
finish the Gold Book in Reno and 
have it available on our NCCS web 
site soon. 

Improvements in delivery of 
educational material for coordinators, 
counselors and facilitators are 
beginning to be explored as well! An 
early thought is a CD in each adult 
manual. Stay tuned.  

O u r  R e l i g i o u s  Emb l e m s 
Committee has received a proposal 
for a new emblem for adults serving 
at the regional level. This emblem has 
a proposed name of Silver Pelican. 
The proposed new emblem is well 
underway in review and will be on the 
agenda for discussion in Reno. This 
emblem is NOT currently approved 
by NCCS for use by regions and is 
not currently available from Eagle. 

Welcome aboard, John Hughes, 
Diocese of Cincinnati, as the newest 
member of our Religious Emblems 

Committee. John joined our 
team while at Philmont 
PTC. 

Speaking of Philmont, 
I would personally like to 
thank Bray Barnes and 
F a t h e r  R o g e r 
LaChance for the opportunity to serve 
as a member of faculty on the 2004 
Philmont Scouting in the Catholic 
Church. Awesome is the only way to 
describe my experience! Check out 
Susan Barriball’s article on the 2004 
course experience here in the Bridge. 
Mark your calendar today to attend 
the Philmont 2005 Course!  

 
 

MORE PHILMONT STUFF… 
 
Star hikes are great at Philmont. 
  
Special thanks to Brian Gray, the 

Philmont Training Center Staff, the 
entire BSA National Relationships 
Professional Staff, Austin Cannon, 
Father Don Hummel, Father Kevin 
S m i t h ,  M o n s i g n o r  R o b e r t 
Guglielmone and Kent Barnett!  

 
Please, drop me an email at 

taggroup@aol.com on how you and 
your team creatively promoted 
emblems at your summer camp this 
summer! The more we share the more 
we all grow to better serve the kids in 
our Youth Ministry of Scouting! 

 
Order your emblems from Eagle 

early! Remember, only personnel 
authorized by your bishop or chaplain 
can place orders!  

 
Looking forward to seeing you in 

Pittsburgh at NFCYM, in Reno at 
NCCS meeting, or a campfire 
somewhere. Until we gather again at 
the Lord’s table. 

Another  smoke  signal  from  my  
teepee!    By: Gordon P. Stiefel, Chair, NCCS Religious Emblems Committee 







Quality Diocesan Award 
Program Available to Each 
Diocese 

Most NCCS members are 
familiar with BSA programs which 
promote “quality” awards at the unit, 
district and council levels. Two years 
ago, the NCCS moved to establish a 
similar program at our (arch)diocesan 
level and called it the Quality 
Diocesan Award Program. The first 
year proved difficult, in terms of 
response, because the standards dealt 
heavily with membership numbers 
and we were in a downward shift due 
to ongoing events beyond our control. 
The 2003 program with its modified 
requirements proved much more 
workable and saw a rewarding 
increase in responses. The program 
for 2004 reiterates the majority of the 
requirements from last year, and adds 
one new one. It is to encourage 
support for and participation in the 
BSA "Good Turn for America" 
program. The executive board voted 
that we, as an organization, should 
support the program with a "get out 
the vote" initiative.  

I t 

should be further stated that those 
requirements which pertain to 
program dates and information, news 
items, etc. can be handled by hard 
copy or electronic transmission. The 
chair of each diocese can decide what 
is appropriate to their program. Any 
questions relative to meeting any 
requirements should be directed to the 
respective regional chair. 

The submitted applications 
should be sent to the appropriate 
regional chair within the timeframe 
of due dates. Each diocesan chair 
received a copy of the application 
with the general NCCS mailing sent 
out last month. Any diocesan 
committee meeting the requirements 
will be given a certificate and two 
free patches: one for the chair and one 

In response to many requests, we 
have started a second website at 
http://www.nccs-bsa.info. You can 
think of it as the dynamic brother to 
the existing website. The information 
on the .org website is mostly static in 
that it takes a vote by the board to 
c h an ge  e mb l e m a n d  a w a r d 
requirements and create a new patch, 
and most committee terms are for 2-3 
years. The second website contains an 
information board where any 
registered member can pose a 
question and get replies, and 
information can be broadcast to the 
registered members by email as new 
questions and answers are posted.  

The information board will 
contain both public and private 
categories. The private categories are 
only displayed after members log on 
to the board, while the public board 
can be read by anyone browsing the 
page. This gives non-members the 
opportunity to read the questions and 
replies on the public categories. 
NCCS standing committees and 
regional committees may extablish a 
public or private category by making 
a request  to the webmaster 

(webmaster@nccs-bsa.org). Other 
requests will be taken, but may 
require approval by NCCS. New 
members may register by clicking the 
Register link on the page and 
completing the information requested. 
The member will need an email 
address, as an email is sent to confirm 
and complete registration. The 
webmaster and NCCS reserve the 
right to moderate or remove any 
member input which is not written in 
a Scout-like manner. 

The Information Board includes 
a calendar that will display important 
dates such as annual meetings, 
Scouting in the Catholic Church 
conference, due dates for annual 
awards, and other dates submitted to 
the webmaster. Calendar dates will be 
limited to national and regional 
committee needs, but diocesan events 
may be posted on the information 
board. 

Although the .info site is 
currently available, we are still 
working on the registration process, 
and an announcement should be 
posted by September that the site is 
ready to register members. 

Introduction of Second Website to Occur Soon 
By Tony Madonia, NCCS Webmaster 

for the chaplain. Additional patches 
can be purchased at $3.50 each. 
Orders for additional patches should 
be enclosed with the application, 
along with a check made payable to 
NCCS. You may wish to purchase a 
patch for your bishop as well and 
present it to him at an appropriate 

time. 
This program is designed to 

strengthen our diocesan committees. 
We would also like to remind 
everyone that we are now focusing on 
the Pope Paul VI Unit Award as a 
program to promote quality standards 
for Catholic units. Stay tuned.  





JAMBOREE 2005 
Although July 2005 still seems a 
long way off, it will be here before 
we know it.  The NCCS will be part 
of the National Relationship display 
area and we will need the help of all 
the dioceses in to country to 
accomplish our idea. 
Imagine your reaction if you were a 
young Scout or Venture Scout, part 
of the 35,000 anticipated participants 
for this event, and you see your 
picture up on a screen in the middle 
of the NCCS 
exhibit.   
T h e 
J a m b o r e e 
c o m m i t t e e 
would like to 
have a slide 
presentation 
of our youth 
receiving their religious emblems in 
their area.  This slide show would 
run continuously at the display 
booth.  To accomplish this we need 
pictures - many pictures.  I am 
sending a request to each diocese, to 
share the pictures of their ceremonies 
with us.  This can be done 
electronically in this wonderful 
world we live in.  Please send your 
pictures to our webmaster Tony 
Madonia at   webmaster@nccs-bsa.
org.  All the pictures are important 
and I would love to see pictures of 
thousands of Scouts being awarded 
their emblems to share with the rest 
of the nation.   

Region Leaders Sought 
     The nominating committee is 
looking for NCCS members who 
would like to be considered as 
potential candidates for NCCS 
regional chair and chaplain 
leadership positions. If you want to 
be involved in representing your 
region and establishing the future 
direction and policies of the NCCS 
please submit your nomination to 
Barb Nestel (bnestel@netbsa.org) 
by September 30, 2004. Mrs. Nestel 
will provide a nomination form at 
your request. 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
National Chair ...............................................Bray B. Barnes 
National Chaplain ..........................................Father Roger LaChance 
Past National Chair .......................................Edward P. Gargiulo  
Past National Chaplain ..................................Father Donald K. Hummel  
Associate National Chaplain .........................Father Ray Fecteau  
Vice-Chair: Finance and Conference ............Lt. Col. John J. Halloran, Jr. 
Vice-Chair: Administration, Marketing  
     and Public Relations, International, 
     Advisory Board, Nominating ...................Gerard A. Scanlan  
Vice-Chair: Religious Activities, 
     Chaplains, Vocations ................................ Sam Bridgeman 
Vice-Chair: Regions ......................................Dave Moskal  
Vice-Chair: Membership, Training, 
Religious Emblems ....................................... Edward P. Martin 
Episcopal Liaison ..........................................Most Reverend Gerald A. Gettelfinger 
BSA Relationships Division ..........................Donald York and George Sparks 
 
REGIONAL LEADERS 
                                        Chair                               Chaplain 
Region 1                          Arthur Keegan                 Father Steve Salvador 
Region 2                          Edward Winterkorn         Father Kevin Smith 
Region 3                          Frank Koller                     —vacant— 
Region 4                          Michael Gannon              Father Daniel Mode 
Region 5                          George LeCrone              Father Charles Morgan 
Region 6                          Alan Tarlo, Sr.                 Monsignor James Kolp 
Region 7                          Robert Freville                 Father Roger Strebel 
Region 8                          —vacant—                       Father Jerry Fehn 
Region 9                          Robert H. Nelson             Father Joseph B. Powers 
Region 10                        Charley Raimond, Sr.      Monsignor James Anderson 
Region 11                        Marie Simons                   Monsignor Tony Ferrero 
Region 12                        James Burgen                   Father Leo McDowell 
Region 13                        Don Ellefsen                    Father Jim Blaine 
Region 14                        Bert Johnson                    Father Gregory Fay 
 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
Standing Committees    Chair                               Advisor 
Chaplains                         Father Joe Weber             Betty Bridgeman 
Conference                      Mike Kosiba 
Eastern Churches             Marge Dillenburg            Father Nick Rachford 
Finance                            John Halloran                   Father Dennis O’Rourke 
International                    Joseph DeStafano            Father Donald K. Hummel 
ICCS Region                   Father Leo LeBlanc 
ICCS World                    Monsignor Robert Guglielmone 
Marketing PR                  John Ribar                        Father Thomas J. Cronin 
BRIDGE Editor               Chris Hoelle 
Membership                    William Davies                Monsignor William L. Young 
Religious Activities         Cecile Greene                  Father Ron Walters 
Religious Emblems         Gordon Stiefel                 Father Roger Strebel 
Training                           Susan Barriball                Father Michael Santangelo 
Vocations                        Homer Radford                Father Jim Oberle 
Nominating                     Ed Gargiulo                     Father Randy M. Cuevas 
Advisory Board               Carol Oldowski                Monsignor John K. Dermond 
 
Ad Hoc Committees 
Philmont Training Conf.             Edward Martin (Dir.), Father Ray Fecteau,    
                                                    Susan Barriball, and Gordon Stiefel 
St. George Trek                           Father Kevin Smith and Austin Cannon 
Membership Initiative                 John Ribar 
ByLaws                                       Ron Turo 



REGION CHAIRMAN CUB SCOUT PACK BOY SCOUT TROOP VENTURE CREW 

1 
ME,NY,MA,

RI,CT 

David Moskal 
Charter Partner 

Dio. Providence 
Pack 7 

Sts. Rose & Clement Church 
Warwick, RI 

Dio. Providence 
Troop 7 

Sts. Rose & Clement Church 
Warwick, RI 

 
NONE 

2 
NY 

Edward Winterkorn Dio. Rochester 
Pack 163 

St. Rita Church 
Webster, NY 

Dio. Rockville Centre 
Troop 332 

St. Raymond of Penyafort 
East Rockaway/Lynbrook, NY 

Arch. Dio. New York 
Crew 2079 

St. Augustine Church 
New City, NY 

3 
PA 

Frank Kohler NONE Dio. ????????? 
Troop 201 

Immaculate Conception BVM 
Jenkintown, PA 
George Gabage 

NONE 

4 
DE,VA,DC,

WV,MD 

Michael Gannon 
Charter Partner 

Arch. Dio. Baltimore 
Pack 274 

St. John Evangelist Church 
Frederick, MD 

Dio. Wilmington 
Troop 72 

St. Peters Church 
New Castle, DE 

NONE 

5 
KY,TN,LA,

MS,AL 

George C. LeCrone St. 
Charter Partner 

Dio. Lexington 
Pack 282 

Mary Queen of Rosary Church 
Lexington, KY 

Dio. Memphis 
Troop 341 

St. Louis Church 
Memphis TN 

NONE 

6 
MI,OH 

Alan Tario, Sr. 
Charter Partner 

NONE Arch. Dio. Detroit 
Troop 360 

St. John Fisher Chapel 
Alburn Hills, MI 

NONE 

7 
WI,IL,IN 

Robert Freville 
Charter Partner 

None Dio. Evansville 
Troop 368 

St. Theresa Church 
Evansville, IN 

NONE 

8 
ND,SD,MN 

Father Jerome Fehn 
Chaplain 

NONE NONE NONE 

9 
NE,IA,NE,

MO 

Robert Nelson 
Charter Partner 

Dio. Kansas City-St. Jos. 
Pack 214 

Knights of Columbus Council 
6780 

Liberty MO 

Arch. Dio. St. Louis 
Troop 613 

Sacred Heart Holy Name 
Society 

Florisant, MO 

NONE 

2003 Gold Medallion 

10 
OK,AR,TX 

Charles Raimond 
Charter Partner 

Arch. Dio. San Antonio 
Pack 271 

St. Matthews  
San Antonio, TX 

Arch. Dio. San Antonio 
Pack 271 

St. Matthews 
San Antonio, TX 

NONE 

11 
CA,NV 

Marie Simons 
Charter Partner 

Dio. Las Vegas 
Pack 660 

St. Ireneaus 
Las Vegas, NV 

Dio. Las Vegas 
Troop 660 

St. Ireneaus 
Las Vegas, NV 

Dio. Las Vegas 
Crew 660 

St. Ireneaus 
Las Vegas, NV 

12 
AK,WA,OR,

MT,ID 

James Burgen NONE NONE NONE 

13 
WY,CO,UT,

AZ,NM 

Donald Ellefsen 
Charter Partner 

 

Dio. Colorado Sprints 
Pack 868 

Ave Maria Church 
Knights of Columbus 

Council 7880 
Parker, CO 

Dio. Pueblo 
Troop 318 

Holy Family School 
Grand Junction, CO 

Dio. Tucson 
Crew 747 

Corpus Christi Church 
Tucson, AZ 

14 
FL,GA,NC,

SC 

Bert Johnson NONE NONE NONE 
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Primary Website Needs More 
Exposure  

by Tony Madonia, NCCS Webmaster 
When you see a spider’s web, 

you sometimes think of a place that 
has not been used in a while. The 
bigger it is, the greater the time that 
the space has been unused. If you 
look at it from a spider’s point of 
view, the bigger the web, the more 
that can be caught. 

Six years ago, the NCCS website 
was established with a few pages of 
information and less than 2,000 hits 
for the year. Moving into the third 
NCCS administration, we now 
average 2,000 hits in 2 weeks on 680+ 
files (text, images, and other files) of 
information. About 80% of the traffic 
is from people that access the website 
directly or by bookmark with the 
other 20% coming from search 
engines (Google, Yahoo, MSN, etc.) 
and links from other sites. 

As a minute speck in the billion+ 
pages of information available 
electronically, the NCCS web 
provides a comprehensive resource 
for answering questions regarding 
Catholic Boy Scout religious 
emblems, awards, and activities to 
help you spread the word that 

Scouting is a Youth Ministry. But 
many do not know the website. A few 
years ago, The Bridge circulation was 
expanded from “only NCCS 
members” to include all diocesan 
Youth Ministers and all BSA Council 
Scout Executives. We would like to 
invite those that did not know about 
the website to visit it and bookmark it 

(or add it to your favorites) as a 
resource and marketing tool to start 
new Catholic-chartered units and 
promote duty to God to existing units. 
The NCCS website follows BSA web 
guidelines, so we encourage you to 
add a link from your council or 
diocesan website. The website is at 
http://www.nccs-bsa.org. 


